i2i Audiovisual

The objective of "i2i audiovisual" is to support audiovisual production companies’ access to financing from banks and other financial institutions by co financing some of the costs of guaranties required by such institutions and/or part of the costs of bank financing.

Under this Call for Proposals it is possible to request co financing for 3 categories of costs:

Module 1: Insurance costs

Module 2: Completion guarantee costs

Module 3: Financial Costs

· When should a company apply?

As soon as the Insurance, and/or Completion guarantee and/or bank financing agreement are signed. The deadlines are:

15th July 2005 for projects for which such contracts are signed between 1st January 2005 and 30th June 2005.

16th January 2006 for projects for which such contracts are signed between 1st July 2005 and 31st December 2005.

· What kind of companies can apply:

Independent companies whose main activity is audiovisual production, registered in one of the Member States of the European Union or the countries participating in the MEDIA PLUS Programme and which are owned and continue to be owned, either directly or via majority participation by nationals from these countries.

· With what kind of project?

Projects fiction (min.50’), animation (min.24’), documentaries (min.25’) produced with significant European participation. (Guidelines par. 5.3).

The production of the project must start in 2005, i.e. the 1st day of principal photography must not have taken place before 1st January 2005.
· For what amount?

The maximum Community contribution is € 50 000 per project. Applicant companies may submit a maximum of 2 projects. The Community contribution may not exceed 50% (or 60% for countries with low audiovisual capacity) of the eligible costs.
· What is the budget available?

The budget available for this Call for Proposals is 2.7M€.

1.4M€ is available under the 1st deadline and 1.3M€ under the 2nd deadline.

· How will the projects be selected?

Among projects that fulfil the eligibility and selection criteria, priority will be given to projects benefiting from MEDIA PLUS Development support, for which the company has a credit agreement. Furthermore priority will be given to projects from countries with low audiovisual capacity particularly from the new member states as well as projects produced with the participation of more than one European country, and/or covering more than one linguistic territory. (Guidelines Par.8)

· When will the results be known?

Normally 3-4 months after the relevant deadline.

